SPEAKER HIGHLIGHTS

DONNA BRAZILE is a political commentator and Chair of the Democratic National Committee’s
Voting Rights Institute (VRI), an organization established in 2001 to help protect and promote
the rights of all Americans to participate in the political process. An admired and well-known
political strategist, Brazile has worked on every presidential campaign since 1984, and she
made history in 2000 as the first African American to lead a major campaign when she ran the
Gore-Lieberman campaign. She is also the Founder and Managing Director of Brazile and As-
sociates, LLC, a public affairs and grassroots advocacy firm based in Washington, D.C.

Brazile is the author of Cooking with Grease: Stirring the Pots in American Politics, a
memoir about her life in the political lions’ den. She is a nationally syndicated columnist, a
weekly contributor and political contributor for CNN, a political consultant for ABC News
This Week with George Stephanopoulos, and a regular contributor to NPR’s Political Corner.
In addition, Brazile writes a column for the Roll Call newspaper and Ms. Magazine. She co-
authored What We Do Now, a collection of essays recalling the 2004 presidential election,
with 24 other influential pundits.

Brazile currently serves as an adjunct professor at Georgetown University. She has served
as a senior lecturer at the University of Maryland, resident fellow at Harvard University’s
Institute of Politics, and as the Senator Wynona Lipman Chair at Rutgers University Center
for American Women in Politics.

TIMOTHY BEATLEY is Teresa Heinz Professor of Sustainable Communities in the Depart-
ment of Urban and Environmental Planning, School of Architecture at the University of
Virginia, where he has taught for the last 20 years. His primary teaching and research
interests are in environmental planning and policy, with special emphasis on coastal and
natural hazards planning, environmental values and ethics, and biodiversity conservation.

In recent years, much of his research and writing have been focused on the subject of
sustainable communities, and creative strategies by which cities, towns and regions can
fundamentally reduce their ecological footprints, while at the same time becoming more
livable and equitable places. He is the author of The Ecology of Place (Island Press, 1997),
with Kristy Manning, which reviews innovative local sustainability practice from around
the country and provides practical guidance on creating more sustainable urban forms,
restorative local economies, and stronger communities. Beatley has also examined the
experiences of some 30 European cities, in 12 countries, in developing and implementing
sustainability strategies. The findings of this study have been published in Green
Urbanism: Learning from European Cities (Island Press, 2000).

His most recent book, Native to Nowhere: Sustaining Home and Community in a Global
Age, explores how communities can nurture a unique sense of place, build resilient locally-
based economies, and strengthen connections between and among people.

Ambassador CHAS. W. FREEMAN is Chairman of the Board of Projects International, Inc., a
Washington-based business development firm that specializes in arranging international
joint ventures, acquisitions, and other business operations for its American and foreign
clients. He also is President of the Middle East Policy Council, a position he has held since
1997, and is Co-Chair of the United States-China Policy Foundation, and Vice Chair of the
Atlantic Council of the United States.

Freeman is a former Ambassador to Saudi Arabia (1989-92), a position he held during op-
erations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. In 1993-94, he served as Assistant U.S. Secretary
of Defense, earning the highest public service awards of the Department of Defense for
his roles in designing a NATO-centered post-Cold War European security system and re-
establishing defense and military relations with China.

Freeman was Director for Chinese Affairs at the U.S. Department of State from 1979-1981,
and was the principal American interpreter during President Nixon’s historic visit to China
in 1972. He speaks fluent Chinese, French, Spanish and conversational Arabic. He is the
author of The Diplomat’s Dictionary (Revised Edition) and Arts of Power, both published
by the United States Institute of Peace in 1997. Freeman has received numerous high hon-
ors and awards, including two Distinguished Public Service Awards.

BRAZILE

BEATLEY

\,
'R

FREEMAN




